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BRIGITTE KOWANZ
Re _Union

Opening: Wednesday, 26 April 2017, 7 p.m.
Exhibition duration: 27 April to 24 May 2017
Brigitte Kowanz will be present at the opening and will speak about her work.

On the occasion of Brigitte Kowanz’s presentation at the Austrian Pavilion at the 57t
International Art Exhibition — La Biennale di Venezia Galerie Krinzinger is showing the
artist’s most recent series of works along with several selected older pieces.

The title of the exhibition Re_Union allows for two different readings. On the one hand, it
points to the beginning of the artist’s trajectory and to Galerie Krinzinger, the gallery where
the artist’s first solo show took place. On the other hand, the title refers to the subject matter
of Brigitte Kowanz’s most recent body of works, namely Cables.

In these pieces, the artist explores the further development of her own idiom under the sway
of data transfer, information, the Internet, globalization and virtual spaces.

Since the early days of her artistic practice, Kowanz has focussed on addressing visibility,
perception and the production of meaning — all of this in the tradition of a critical reflection of
the media. In her latest pieces, her interest has turned more to the digital revolutions of
recent decades and their repercussions on society and on our perception of space. New
media, virtual network spaces and post-analogous communication have brought forth new
societal forms. In Re_Union the artist explores what divides and what connects us in today’s
world. In several of the exhibited pieces, as for instance, Treaty of Rome 25.03.1957, she
expresses her concern about the collapse of the European Union.

By working with light and mirrors — along with Morse codes and her own specific aesthetic
style which has developed over the last thirty years — Brigitte Kowanz generates infinite
virtual spaces in which the visitors are confronted with socio-political issues. The viewers see
themselves reflected in the surface of a mirror, which literally becomes transformed into a
medium of reflection.

With her artistic oeuvre Brigitte Kowanz assumes a unique position in contemporary art. Her
work can be described as conceptual poetry. Light as the origin of all life represents, for her,
information, design of space-time. Since the 1980s, light has been central in her work as an
artistic medium, which she explores in relation to space and in combination with signs, codes
and language.

For Brigitte Kowanz light is a means for transcending boundaries and elaborating artistic
expression. She questions the conventional understanding of imagery and painting and
forges a new integrative relationship between work, space and viewer. Light makes
everything visible, while at the same time remaining invisible itself. Light defines places but
has no place itself. Kowanz explores the unfathomable and ephemeral with analytic passion.
Light is impossible to pin down, light is in flux, light is certainly ubiquitous.

Tapping into the conceptual dimension but also the poetic allusions of her objects and
installations, the artist examines the mechanisms of language. To this reciprocal reflection of
light and language, she often adds real mirrors, so that reality and virtual reflection merge
and the boundaries between artwork and viewer become blurred in the work exhibited.
Kowanz uses mirrors as a kind of meta-medium of visual rendition, in the sense that mirrors,
through the merging of real space and virtual space, bring forth an infinite number of images,
breaking spatial boundaries and rendering them immaterial. Light, language and mirror
constitute three elements which, when combined, enhance ad infinitum the possibilities of
self-transcendence and fusion.
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Brigitte Kowanz *1957 in Vienna.

Single and group exhibitions (selected):

2017 Austrian pavilion, 57th International Art Exhibition — La Biennale di Venezia; 2017
Glasstress, 57; 2017 The Reality Looks Different, San Clemente Palace, Venice; 2017 Foto-
Kinetik, Museum der Moderne Salzburg; 2016 Light Show, CorpArtes, Santiago de Chile;
2015 Light Show, Sharjah Art Foundation; 2015 Light Show, MCA Museum of Contemporary
Art Australia, Sydney ; 2013 Light Show, Hayward Gallery, Southbank Centre, London; 2012
Neon, MACRO Museo d‘Arte Contemporanea di Roma, Rome; 2012 Cut a Long Story Short,
Borusan | Contemporary, Istanbul; 2010 Now | See, MUMOK Museum Moderner Kunst
Stiftung Ludwig Vienna; 2008 Intervention, Oberes Belvedere, Vienna; 2007 Vo_lumen,
Kunsthalle Krems; 2005 Energetische Resonanz, Zentrum far Internationale Lichtkunst,
Unna; 2001 Art, Architecture, Design — Austria Contemporary Art Exhibition, Shanghai Art
Museum; 2000 Farbe zu Licht, Fondation Bayerle, Basel; 1995 Intervenciones en el espacio
- Interventions in space, Museo de Bellas Artes, Caracas; 1993 Viennese Story, Secession,
Vienna; 1990 Biennale of Sydney; 1987 Bienal de Sao Paulo; 1984 Aperto, 41. International
Art Exhibition — La Biennale di Venezia, Venice; 1981 Westkunst, Museums of the City of
Cologne.

Exhibitions at Galerie Krinzinger: 2017 Re_Union, Galerie Krinzinger Vienna, 2013
curated by_vienna. Why Painting now?, Krinzinger Projekte, Vienna, 1988 Brigitte Kowanz -
Lichtinstallationen und Objekte, Galerie Krinzinger Vienna, 1986 Aug um Aug, Galerie
Krinzinger, Vienna, 1984 Brigitte Kowanz und Franz Graf, Galerie Krinzinger, Innsbruck,
1980 junge Osterreicher, Galerie Krinzinger, Innsbruck.

Permanent installations (selection): 2018 Lichtspur, Leopold Museum, Vienna; 2017 M,
Museum im Palais am Landesmuseum Joanneum/LMJ; 2017 Morsealphabet, Post am
Rochus, Vienna; 2017 Fountain, Glanzstoff Austria, St. Poélten; 2017 Innovation, Varta
House, Vienna; 2016 online, Dorotheum, Vienna; 2011 Beyond Recall, Staatsbriicke,
Salzburg; 2011 Museion, Judisches Museum Vienna; 2005 Licht bleibt nie bei sich, kennt
keinen Ort, stédndig in Verénderung mit seiner; Umgebung, DKV, Cologne; 1999 Luminare
Elevation, Linerseepark, Fachmarktzentrum Blrs; 71995 Luz es lo que se ve, MBA Museo de
Bellas Artes, Caracas.

Awards (selected): 2015 Niederosterreichischer Kulturpreis — recognition award; 2009
GroBer Osterreichischer Staatspreis fiir Bildende Kunst (the second woman after Maria
Lassnig to receive this award); 1996 Osterreichischer Kunstpreis fiir Bildende Kunst; 1991
Preis der Stadt Wien fur Bildende Kunst; 1989 Msgr. Otto Mauer Preis

Collections (selected): Fundacion ARCO, Madrid; Borusan Art Collection, Istanbul;
Deutsche Bank Collection, Frankfurt; DFS - Sammlung der Deutschen Flugsicherung,
Karlsruhe; Die Fotosammlung des Bundes Osterreich, Vienna; Generali Foundation im
Museum der Moderne Salzburg; Kunsthalle Weishaupt, Ulm; Kunstmuseum Celle mit
Sammlung Robert Simon, Celle; Kunstsammlung Deutsche Bundesbank, Frankfurt; Lentos
Kunstmuseum, Linz; MAK — Osterreichisches Museum fir angewandte Kunst /
Gegenwartskunst, Vienna; MBA Museo de Bellas Artes, Caracas; MUMOK Museum
Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig Wien; Museion — Museo d’Arte Moderna e Contemporanea,
Bozen; Museum der Moderne Salzburg, Salzburg; Museum Liaunig, Neuhaus; Museum
Ritter.

Collection of Marli Hoppe-Ritter, Waldenbuch; Benediktinerstift Admont. Museum
Gegenwartskunst; Neuen Galerie Graz am Landesmuseum Joanneum/LMJ; Kunstsammlung
der Landessammlungen Niederdsterreich, Krems; Sammlung Essl, Klosterneuburg;
Schaufler Collection. Schauwerk, Sindelfingen; long version: www.kowanz.com



